
The Constitution* of Japan 
January 5, 2014
Preamble*
We, the Japanese people, will act with our heart through members of our Diet,* for ourselves and our future children. We will join with every country in the world, and make efforts for world peace, see results of our efforts, and let the grace* of freedom spread in our land. We will make effort not to expose our lives to the terrible danger of war, and our government will never again start war. We Japanese declare that this country’s main rights and powers belong to the people. Based on these points, we establish this Constitution. The Government needs the trust of the people, and the origin of power is in the people. People will vote to choose the members of the Diet, and they will use this power to help all the people. This is a universal* principle of human beings,* and this Constitution is based on this principle. We refuse all constitutions, laws, and orders of emperors which are against this principle.
We Japanese want world peace forever. We keep in mind high ideals about human relationships. We trust that peace-loving people of the world are fair and honest, so we decided to protect our safety and lives based on trust. We will keep an honorable place in international society, and try to keep peace and remove tyranny*, slavery*, oppression*, and intolerance* from the world forever. We recognize the right of every person in this world to have a peaceful life without fear or poverty.
We believe that no country is responsible just to itself. We should not ignore other countries. We also believe that laws of political morality* are universal, and countries that keep equal relationships with other countries have the duty to follow these laws.
We, the Japanese people, promise on our nation’s honor to make every effort to accomplish these high ideals* and purposes.

*constitution 憲法 
*preamble 前文
*Diet　国会
*grace  恩恵
*universal 普遍的な、万国共通の

*human beings 人類

*tyranny 暴政
*slavery　隷属
*oppression　圧政
*intolerance　不寛容
*morality 　道徳
*ideal 　理想

11 Articles Selected by the Students                                                                                                                 
Article 9   We Japanese sincerely wish for international peace based on justice and order. So we give up forever the nation’s right to make war, and we will not use military power as a means to * threaten other countries, or resolve conflicts with other nations.   

In order to achieve this goal, we will never have land, sea, air forces or other military powers. The nation does not have the right to battle with other countries.
Article 11   Basic human rights must be protected. These rights are guaranteed by this Constitution, and must be kept forever for all people. 
Article 13   All people must be respected as individuals. People’s rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness must have the greatest respect of the government unless a person violates the public welfare. 
Article 14   All people are equal under the law. We must not discriminate against people because of race, religious belief, sex, social status or family origin. We do not recognize nobles or nobility. 
Article 19   We will not violate freedom of thought and freedom of conscience. 
Article 20   Every person has the right to freedom of belief. No religious group should have special privilege from the State. No one should be forced to join religious events, rituals, or ceremonies. The nation and national organizations may not give children religious education. 
Article 23   Every person is free to study anything in any way. 

Article 25   All people have the right to minimum standards of healthy and pleasant living. The State is responsible for social welfare, security and public health. 
Article 26   All people have the right to receive an equal education according to their ability. All people must have their children go to elementary school and junior high school, and children can be educated for free. 
Article 96   The Procedure to change this Constitution may be proposed by the Diet, and be approved by a two-thirds majority of each House. Then all people will vote on Constitutional change at a special national election. The Constitution may only change if more than half of the people’s votes agree. 
Article 97   This Constitution promises basic human rights to Japanese people. These rights are the result of repeated struggle of man to be free. We and future generations must keep these basic human rights inviolate forever. 
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